The Examlnar iviir see that no am e ndmert a «e ntade to the appllcatlon. 
Furthemwre, applicants address only the same issues regardino the disclosure of 
DartiB. Theiel<He.rton6w issues are raised and this nsponsesho^^ 

Applicants have caraifUtly studied the Examiner's response to applicants' previous 
Bi9uments but flnmiy maintain their submission that Darde <U8 6,493,335) does not 
disdose that the OLT equipment com pr i ses collision detedten teflicr as required by 
claims 1 and 5. and that Darcie does not disclose correspbodlns fsatures in method 
and oomputwHeaitadaie ineifium dafens 12, 15 and 17. 

The Exanrriner ei^lains his position further In paragraph. 18 of the detailed action. 
The Exmlner refm to column 5, lines 1-12 of Darde and rec^ 
"for those pc^osto damaged due to coiUslons wittiin ttw IK's locai sen/ing area, the 
bridger 14 has the buitMn function to automsitlcaUydiscaRl those packets'. Thus, the 
Examiner argues that 0ie bridger has the abiiify to "detect ooiBsions within rscalved 
packets' and that ESaide teaches collision defesdton togic at both the OLT and the 
outsbrtions. AppHcantofirmiy believe this to be In error. 

The disdosure that switched bridger 14 automatically discards damaged padce^ 
does not fTiean thai It pertbrnreooiyslon detection end one skilled In the art WW 

bitsrpret It as such. AH It means is what it aa^ - namely that the switched brfdger 
discards damaged packets. 

Secondly. takk« the sentence referred to by the Examiner in the context of tt)B 
paragraph in which it is found, the Examiner will immedtately see that it is ULlfi 
wWch to described bb resoMng local contsntton (i.e. performing coUlsion detectton). 
Thin, column 5^ Unes 1-a disdoses "tor upstream transmlssidn, iN 15 resolves local 
contentton and passes the upstrsam packets to the dislrifcHJtion port of the switched 
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brtdger 14*. Sfrnllarly. column 5, Vnes 9-12 discfose "for upvtraam transmission, the 
system of the Jmwrtion uses eacti IN 15 to ooordifwto the upstream traffic and 
fesofve ooTTtsntton In each l^fa focar seivfna area frafependent of other parts of the 
network. TTius. the Examiner's argument contradida the. immediate context of the 
. passage rtiJed on. 

ThfRfijr. taking the discfosure of Darcie as a whote« it is abimdantiy and oonststenlly 
made dear (hat the oBfltraj ofRce/head end (CO/HE) does asi perfomi coiUsion 
detectfon. The veiy absfract of the disclosure descri9e6 ''a corrwnunfeatlon nebwrk 
(nteTtmtf ^ fWtfW to resolve tocat trafflo c owtew ta v httermediata nodes 
receive upstream signats ftom end users, derive trafflo Mprmalion signals from the 
upstream signals, and transmit the traffic information afgnals to end users. By 
iistening to the traffie infbrmaften signaia from the intemrwrifn^n node, the end users 
know whether upetraam transmission channels am Mte dr busy, or whether a 

FwthemKWB. switched brk^r 14 is cfescrtbed in the gfieotael detail at column 4, 
iR8s38to50. TTife passage contains no dactoaum ^Mm»mmr nt r^^ir^ ^"^"^iTm 
functkmality. Switched brUger t4 is simply a packet switching device. 

Fourthly, Darcto consistently discloses that it Is the Ihtemtediate Nodes (INs) In 
cor^Minctkm with the End Users (EUs) that perform ooniston^^d^^ Thus, In a first 
embodlfnem, Osrcte dJBCfcjses that the EU perfernw 

5. lines 41-49). In a second embodftnent. Dnde disoloees that H b the TralBo 
Monitor (TM) 16 of IN 16 that perfbrnra odBsion detoc(foi)!<eoe odunn 8. Hnes 16- 
28). 
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Appicafrts thorefOTB ftrmly submit that the Examiner's n^isetion can no longer be 
sustabwd in view of tfw dear teachings of Darcie and thefefere reapectftilly request 

iHVoraDiB rBConsttmiuMi o« um prawiu apptiCBDOn. 

March 18. 2004 Respecttd^ aubmltted. 
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